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EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
By William A. BeVier

The first article in this issue of THE DISCERNER is
by Pastor Bob DeWaay, pastor of Twin City

Fellowship, PO Box 8068, Minneapolis, MN 55408. The
publication in which this article originally appeared is
the September/October 2003 issue of CCrriittiiccaall IIssssuueess
CCoommmmeennttaarryy, which has the subtitle: “A Biblically
Based Commentary on Issues That Impact us.” In each
issue Pastor DeWaay deals with a current subject. The
publication is sent without charge to those requesting it
(we all realize such publications cost money, and contri-
butions are appreciated).

In our second article we welcome back to the pages of
THE DISCERNER Dr. Roy E. Knuteson. He is a member
of our Board of Reference and has contributed 20 or so
articles to THE DISCERNER over the years.

In conclusion we have two book reviews in this issue.
An item of personal note. My Wife and I plan to relo-

cate to a retirement community in Missouri next spring.
The RAS Board is seeking a person or persons to take
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our place in the office. Please be in prayer for this mat-
ter.

Also, for some reason, contributions to RAS have
dropped off in recent months. As you perhaps think of
year-end gifts to Christian ministries, remember RAS.
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In 1977 I was in a ministry that specialized in inner healing and
deliverance. People came to us from all over the country seeking

release from hearing voices, addictions, emotional trauma due to
past hurts and abuses, and many other forms of spiritual bondage.
At the time our ministry was considered “cutting edge” in the world
of spiritual warfare. Ours was a Christian community where people
could come and live with other Christians to find healing.

About that time a woman from another state came to stay at our
ministry center for a few days to receive prayer and deliverance.
She had grown up in a family that was deeply involved in the occult
and had been named after a Greek goddess. When she called us she
was trying to get out of her occult bondage and was being attacked
by evil spirits who did not want to let her go. They manifested
themselves through her taunting us and making hissing sounds. We
soon found out that the demons that tormented her were powerful
and had no intention of leaving. Two of us took on the responsibility
of ministering to her. After we had led her in some prayers, con-
fronted some of the demons, and demanded them to leave in Jesus’
name, she found some relief.

The most dramatic event in our ministry to her came after one of
our Tuesday night meetings. After most people had left she stayed
for more prayer. Before we even got to her, she was taken over by a
violent evil spirit. Her countenance changed, her voice altered, her
face contorted and her hands became like claws. She let out a loud
scream and charged at me, intending to gouge my face with her fin-
gernails. As she screamed and raced across the room, I and the
other man who had been ministering to her stood our ground and
said, “Stop! In the name of Jesus.” When she got two feet from us
she hit what seemed like an invisible wall and fell to the floor whim-

TTHHEE BBOONNDDAAGGEE MMAAKKEERRSS
HHOOWW DDEELLIIVVEERRAANNCCEE MMIINNIISSTTRRIIEESS

LLEEAADD PPEEOOPPLLEE TTOO BBOONNDDAAGGEE
By Bob DeWaay

The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to
all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting
those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repen-
tance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to
their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been
held captive by him to do his will.

—(2 Timothy 2:24-26)
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pering. We prayed with her and asked God to set her free.

We had encountered many cases of demonic manifestations in
our ministry, but this was the most dramatic. As I look back on this
incident now, what is most significant is not what happened that
night, but what happened the next day. The next day she felt much
better and asked to talk with us before leaving for home. She told
me, “Bob, Satan is very scared of you. You have much power and
authority.” What that statement and the event that led to it meant
to me then were very different from how I understand it now. The
difference is due to the “warfare” worldview I held then and the
“providential” worldview I hold now. The way we interpret events is
determined by our worldview. In this article I will discuss exorcism
from the perspective of each of these worldviews.

EExxoorrcciissmm iinn tthhee WWaarrffaarree WWoorrllddvviieeww

The warfare worldview holds that the battle between good and
evil, God and Satan is played out in human history, with an uncer-
tain outcome. By uncertain I mean that God does not sovereignly
determine the outcome. (Greg Boyd, God at War, Downers Grove:
InterVarsity, 1997, 13. Dr. Boyd defines the “warfare” worldview:
“Stated most broadly, this worldview is that perspective on reality
which centers on the conviction that the good and evil, fortunate or
unfortunate, aspects of life are to be interpreted largely as the result
of good and evil, friendly or hostile, spirits warring each other and
against us.” The worldview that Dr. Boyd rejects he calls the “provi-
dential blueprint worldview.” 292. He categorically rejects the idea
that the forces of wickedness are ultimately serving God’s greater
purposes.)  There are casualties in this battle. The battle to free
individuals from spiritual bondage is carried on by people of faith
who have learned the tools of battle and become mighty warriors for
God. According to many who hold the warfare worldview, even the
destiny of nations is in the hands of human spiritual warriors who
will capture nations for the Kingdom of God. My fondest hope in
1977 was that I would become one of these mighty warriors who
would plunder Satan’s kingdom on the field of battle.

So in that context I interpreted the woman’s statement to mean
that I was succeeding. At age 27 I had become a mighty warrior who
was equipped to go to battle against anything Satan could throw at
me. I was so charged up by that incident that I spent the next cou-
ple of years dealing with dozens of hurting people, many who were in
horrible spiritual bondage. Day and night I was casting out demons;
confronting the powers of darkness and helping people escape from
the clutches of demons. That woman went back home and I do not
remember hearing from her again. Others who lived closer, I minis-
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tered to time and time again over a period of years.

According to many exorcists who embrace the warfare worldview,
demons possess their victims because they have discovered a “right”
to do so. For example, a person might be under an unknown curse
that gives the demon a right to torment him or her. Famous exorcist
Bob Larson explains how he sees this working: “Curses are exacting,
legal arrangements of the spirit world. Just like human contracts
contain fine print and carefully crafted language, satanic curses are
often filled with minutia that require detailed voiding.” (Bob Larson,
In the Name of Satan – How the forces of evil work and what you can
do to defeat them, Nashville: Nelson, 1996, 109). To get free requires
the counselor to ferret out the exact wording and nature of the curse
and then formulate a renunciation to break it. (Ibid. 109, 110).
When I was a deliverance counselor holding the warfare worldview it
was my job to find out what may have given the demons the right to
enter and to close the entrance. I taught that if the demons found a
legal “right” to stay they would, and that if they had no legal right,
they would try to stay anyhow because they were nasty deceivers.

Those who hold to this view of the spiritual universe see the bat-
tle as being fought on all levels. On the level of the heavenlies, they
enlist troops of “prophetic intercessors” to identify, bind and cast
down rulers over cities and nations. (See Critical Issues Commentary
Issue 48 “The dishonoring of God in Popular Spiritual Warfare teach-
ing” for documentation of these teachings. http://www.twincityfellow-
ship.com/cic/articles/issue48.htm). Warriors are enlisted to take spir-
itual control over cities by conducting prayer walks around areas of
the city. In the warfare worldview, the deliverance counselor is the
foot soldier who does hand to hand combat on the spiritual battle-
field. He or she fights the forces of darkness that have captured
individual souls. In 1977 I was a deliverance counselor and had just
found out through a powerful experience and the testimony of one
who had been deeply in Satan’s camp that I was a powerful warrior
whom Satan feared. My sails were set to spend the rest of my life as
a career spiritual military man freeing captives. Exorcism was
where the battle got personal and I was chosen to be there.

To continue to improve in my counseling ministry, I read the
books of those who had more experience. This increased my under-
standing of how demons worked. Many of the people I counseled,
however, continued to struggle with demons in spite of many exor-
cism sessions. This required fine-tuning and the development of fur-
ther strategies. Battles are never easily won. In a war there are
always setbacks. Some of the teachings I used were very Biblical:
repentance, forgiveness, the study of God’s Word, and getting one’s
self in right relationship to the body of Christ. Also, my counseling
involved helping people make wise choices in their lives.



THE BONDAGE MAKERS 7

During those years I visited people in the lock up wards of most
of the mental hospitals in our area. I had ministered to so many
troubled people that one time when I went to the largest lockup
ward in our county, I knew three of the patients personally.

SSeeccrreett SSppiirriittuuaall LLaawwss

During those years of believing the warfare worldview, I noticed
that the same people kept having the same problems. As part of my
study to fine tune my approach I read a book written by a famous
Christian that claimed to be given to him by divine revelation. In
the book he said that there are spiritual laws that govern the spirit
world. One of these has to do with “passivity.” Demons are able,
according to him, to move in and take over when a person has a pas-
sive will. (Watchman Nee, The Spiritual Man Vol. 3, New York:
Christian Fellowship Publishers, 1968 – first published in 1928, 125.
Nee identifies “passivity” as a key way demons influence Christians.
His chapter “The Path to Freedom” is original material that is very
similar to what is being taught today. Nee was teaching these things
many decades before those who are doing so today. His influence on
me during my years of doing deliverance was extensive.)  For a long
time I incorporated this “truth” into my counseling, figuring that
passivity was why these people kept falling back into demonic
bondage. I worked out techniques for people to use to strengthen
their passive wills so that the demons would no longer be able to
influence them. I no longer believe that what I was doing is valid.

This type of teaching is still around. Bob Larson writes, “If the
core of a person’s identity is strong willed, it seems harder for a
demon to take over, no matter what that person does.” (Larson, 48).
In this scheme of things, the human will is crucial: “I always tell
those bound by demons to call upon that small portion of their will
that is not dominated by the devil.” (Ibid. 80).

The problem I saw was this: “passive” people seemed to be not
strong willed by nature – no process changed that. They continued
to feel oppressed by demons and lamented their inability to over-
come “passivity.” At the time I did not realize that by telling people
their will had to be stronger, I was throwing gas on the fire. The
warfare worldview had led me so far astray that I did not see the
relevance of the simplest of Scriptures, “blessed is the man who
trusts in God… cursed is the man who trusts in man” (JJeerreemmiiaahh 1177::
55,, 77). According to the theory I taught, the “spiritual law” of the uni-
verse is such that passive wills get demonized, even if one is a
Christian. To keep free one must gain a strong will. A person could
not trust God for freedom unless the person had a strong enough
will; otherwise God’s hands were tied by the spiritual law He had
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created. (Op. Cit. Nee 90. “All actions are governed by laws….
Should anyone fulfill the conditions for the working of evil spirits
(whether he fulfills them willingly, such as the witch, the medium, or
the sorcerer – or unwittingly, such as the Christian), then he has def-
initely given ground to them to work on him.” 90. As with modern
versions of this teaching, the only way we can know about these laws
is through extra-biblical revelations such as those provided in Nee’s
book.). Bob Larson writes, “The will of the victim is the spiritual
battleground on which the war of exorcism is fought. The slightest
reluctance can mean defeat.” (Larson 190). So where is our hope –
in our own will?  Larson says of one of his clients, “Her initial unwill-
ingness to admit what happened gave the demons legal grounds for
remaining.” (Ibid.).

Evidently we need a spiritual “lawyer” to figure out the spiritual
contracts of the universe by which the demons operate, and the laws
that apply. In the warfare worldview the battle is between humans
and wicked spirits. The humans are at a huge disadvantage because
the spirits have been navigating the spirit world for thousands of
years and only they know all the “rules.” The exorcist must query
the demons to find out needed information and then beat them at
their own rules. Bob Larson forces demons to tell him the truth
under threat of being punished by angels and sent to the pit (I had
never thought of that strategy when I was a deliverance counselor).
Having done so, he makes the demons tell him what he needs to
know to deliver the person. He gives this advice to those who would
do exorcism: “Someone should be designated to keep a log of the
information received while interrogating the demons. As the inter-
nal structure of the victim’s demonic system is revealed, list the spir-
its according to their ranking, cite their right and occasion of entry,
and note their legal ground for remaining.” (Ibid. 208). How do we
know this is reliable? – “The demons will be forced to give you this
information because they must submit to the name of Jesus and His
authority.” (Ibid.).

When I believed the warfare worldview and did exorcism, I
believed that what I was doing was valid because the reality of
demons manifesting themselves was so vivid and people were being
set free in the name of Jesus. There were many who felt much bet-
ter after the sessions. They came in miserable and left our ministry
session with a sense of love and freedom. So I believed they were
being helped. I do not doubt the sincerity of Bob Larson and others
like him, nor do I doubt the reality of the stories. What I am ques-
tioning is whether the worldview that under-girds their ministry is
Biblical. Is it true that there is a whole unseen legal world that gov-
erns demons and other levels of Satan’s hierarchy that must be dis-
covered and exploited to gain victory over Satan?  Is it true that we
need trained exorcists who have this knowledge in order to see cap-



THE BONDAGE MAKERS 9

tives freed?  Later I will tell you how my ministry changed for good
when I came to doubt the premises that provided the basis for what
I was doing.

SSeeccrreett KKnnoowwlleeddggee aanndd DDeelliivveerraannccee

Those who hold to the warfare worldview claim that knowledge
about Satan, his emissaries, and their hierarchical structure is
important in winning the battle. This is true on all levels, from bat-
tling principalities over nations to casting demons out of individuals.
For example, when I was in this movement we were seeking to pur-
chase property in one of the suburbs here in the Twin Cities.
Because of difficulties with the purchase, we decided to hold an all
night intercessory meeting. During the middle of the night, someone
got a revelation that a principality called “Manitou” was ruling over
the city, keeping us from buying the property. This principality sup-
posedly ruled because Native Americans had practiced their religion
there at one time. So we were instructed by our leaders that we
needed to cast down the spirit of Manitou over the city so that we
could claim it for God. The successful finishing of the purchase
“proved” that our prayers had been effective which consequently
reinforced the idea that we needed special revelations to cast down
principalities over cities.

When one holds the warfare worldview such practices make all
the sense in the world. Everything one wants to accomplish is tied
up in the complex interaction of curses, demons, principalities, and
the legalities that control the spirit world. There is no part of life
that does not operate in this realm. Individual exorcism is the micro
level of the battle, cities and nations the macro level. On every level
it is necessary to gain knowledge if one wants to win battles. The
necessary knowledge is usually the names of demons or principali-
ties, the nature of the curse invoked, or the structure of the spiritual
hierarchy in Satan’s kingdom. Bob Larson tells about performing an
exorcism when one of the demons was away on another mission and
had been missed during the procedure. (Ibid. 91). He learned to
“lock out” these demons. Larson writes: “If I had ended the proce-
dure prematurely, I would never have known about this spirit, and
he would have come back later.” (Ibid.).

One might ask what role God plays in the warfare worldview.
The answer is that He commissions us to the battle, equips us for
the battle, and gives us the tools we need. God gives the exorcist
knowledge and power for battle. However, it is up to the exorcist to
use his toolbox to cast out the demons. The exorcist must use the
tools properly or the demons will stay. For example, Larson tells
how he taught a pastor why demons kept coming back: “You proba-
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bly never found the gatekeeper demon. It didn’t matter how many
demons you cast out, they don’t have to go to the pit because the
gatekeeper kept the door open for them to return” (Ibid. 133). The
arrangement and locations of the spirits are determined by the
knowledge and ability of the exorcist. Larson claims the right to
assign demons to the pit if he does everything right.

What we must keep in mind is that the information needed to do
effective spiritual warfare according the warfare worldview is nnoott
rreevveeaalleedd. What I mean is that it is neither found in God’s specific
revelation (the Bible) nor in general revelation (what may legiti-
mately be learned about the creation using our natural senses and
rational mind). The knowledge that is required is secret knowledge.
God has not revealed the names of demons over nations, cities,
neighborhoods, or in demonized persons. The only source of such
information is from some other type of revelation, either extra bibli-
cal divine revelation or revelation gained from demons themselves.
Those who hold to the warfare worldview believe that it is their role
to gain this knowledge and use it in the battle. Since the knowledge
is “secret” it is of the realm of the occult. They have to somehow jus-
tify gaining forbidden knowledge in the name of helping the victims
of evil spirits.

AA SSppiirriittuuaall ““GGeeeekk SSqquuaadd””

In our city there is a company called “The Geek Squad” which
will come to your home or place of business and solve your computer
problems. They are very good at what they do and fix most hard-
ware or software problems promptly. The reason they can do so is
that they understand the nature of computers and computer soft-
ware. They have technical knowledge. How is this possible?  It is
possible because humans created computers. Detailed manuals are
available or computers can be reverse engineered by experts.
Having complete knowledge of a computer is possible because com-
puters are human creations.

The problem with the warfare worldview is that it has created
the perceived need for a “Geek Squad” for souls. Not only must the
demons and curses that are affecting the person be understood in
detail, but the human soul must be also. The complex relationship
between all the spiritual factors affecting the person and the nature
and inclination of his or her soul, must be discerned and diagnosed
by a skilled spiritual “technician” (they call themselves counselors)
who can do the proper “fix.” Computers are complex, but they are
exponentially simpler than the human soul and the spiritual world it
inhabits.
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For example, consider Bob Larson’s description of his ministry to
a person in bondage. The person in question had numerous “alters”
(multiple personalities) as well as demonic bondage. This person
with “dissociative identity disorder” had a demon called
“Gatekeeper” who kept letting demons back after they had been cast
out. (Ibid.). Larson describes the causes of such disorders and how
he learned to speak to different identities within a person. ((Ibid.
135-137). He was dealing with a person who had alternate personal-
ities called “Facilitator” and “Regulator.” Larson theorized that in
this person demons could possess an “alter.” (Ibid. 138). Larson
explains:

In the realm of multiple personalities, there are good alters and
bad alters. Good alters are the part of the person’s consciousness
that has acknowledged Christ as Savior. Bad alters, for one rea-
son or another, refuse to make that spiritual surrender (Ibid.).

This complex situation leads to this task for the spiritual techni-
cian: “Our task is to sort through the maze to gain the assistance of
the good alters. Then we can attempt to gain the assistance of the
good alters. Then we can attempt to win the bad alters to God” (Ibid.
138, 139). Larson proceeded to have the alternate personality within
his client help him identify the “dark ones” and went through an
incredibly complex task of sorting out the demons and “alters” within
the person. He even leads “Facilitator” to Christ. (Ibid. 141). Larson
uncovers hidden memories, legal ground that the demons had, and
the names of obscure demons. (Ibid. 142-144). This is one prayer he
used to help the victim find freedom: “I command that angels of God
search out and torment the spirit of pain. I bind Pain to Regulator
the demon, and command that both of them experience all the tor-
ment they’ve put on Randall. I increase that torment seven times
greater. (Ibid. 142).

The complexity of this process is mind-boggling. How can we be
sure we are talking to demons, alters, or a real person?  How does
one know that a person can be saved but some of his alter egos still
need to accept Christ?  Do we really have authority to command
angels to torment demons so that they will decide to leave?  The
problem, in my opinion, is that the complexity Larson is describing is
actually uunnddeerr--eessttiimmaattiinngg the complexity of the bondage and need-
iness of the human soul. The reason there can be no ultimately suc-
cessful “Geek Squad” for souls is found in the difference between
computers and humans. Computers were created by man, souls are
created by God. Only God truly knows the heart of man. Only God
knows the details of the spirit world and its interactions with the
human soul.

The Bible tells us why no human spiritual technician can solve
the problems of the inner person: “The heart is more deceitful than
all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it?  I, the Lord,
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search the heart, I test the mind” (Jeremiah 1177::99,, 1100aa)).. That only
God knows the heart is a claim found throughout the Bible (For
example, consider 1 Kings 8:39; “then hear Thou in heaven Thy
dwelling place, and forgive and act and render to each according to
all his ways, whose heart Thou knowest, for TThhoouu aalloonnee ddooeess
kknnooww tthhee hheeaarrttss ooff aallll tthhee ssoonnss ooff mmeenn..”” See also Psalm 44:21;
Acts 15:8; and 1 John 3:20). Those holding to the warfare worldview
see a pressing necessity to train a cadre of spiritual technicians who
can free human souls from the complex psycho-spiritual situation
that torments them. These technicians by whatever name they are
given must rely on techniques and knowledge that are not revealed
in the Bible. Furthermore, they must gain information about human
souls, secret curses, hidden or forgotten memories, demons, names of
demons, relationships between demons, relationships between alter
identities within a soul, and relationships between demons and alter
identities. All of this is probably just the tip of the iceberg. The
“Geek Squad” for souls has no detailed record of the process by
which a soul came to be, and no objective tools for examining the
soul and the spirit world it inhabits.

Not only this, but the spirit entities that they interview to gain
information share at least one attribute with their leader Satan –
tthheeyy aarree lliiaarrss. This does not stop the priests of the warfare world-
view from interrogating demons for secrets. For example, Bob
Larson tells this story:

Step by step I cornered the adversary until he could no longer
resist. Before his final doom was pronounced, the demon looked
at me quizzically. “Who taught you the rules?” he asked curiously
“What do you mean by that?” I asked. “The spiritual rules that
determine what we can and can’t do. Someone from our side
must have taught you. I’ve never met anyone who knows the
rules as well as you do” (Larson, 205).

It seems to me that if this warfare worldview is true and the
claims of its technical “priesthood” are true, then we are all in very
serious trouble with no clear way out. One must interview demons
for years to figure out the “rules” since the information necessary to
deal with them is neither revealed in Scripture nor accessible by any
ordinary means.

In my case I was to run out of energy in trying to “tweak” the
details of the warfare worldview to make it work. I would find out
that what was necessary was a conversion to an entirely different
view of the world God has created and governs. This conversion
changed me from a spiritual technician to a gospel preacher. The
rest of this article will describe how that happened.



CCoonnvveerrttiinngg ttoo tthhee PPrroovviiddeennttiiaall WWoorrllddvviieeww

Two years after that encounter where I learned that Satan was
afraid of me, I was wearing down from the long days and nights of
helping people in bondage. There were late night phone calls from
troubled people and the burden of the shear number of ministry
cases. Some individuals were in constant need of help. One very
troubled person could sap the emotional and spiritual energy out of a
counselor. I was dealing with up to 15 of them every week.

About that time one of these people was going off the deep end.
She was running off late at night leaving her husband and children
behind to go to bars and meet men. She had been through all of the
various ministries we had to offer. Her husband would call me des-
perately needing help because she was destroying him and the chil-
dren. One night after a 3:00 am call from this woman in which she
blamed me for her problems because I was a bad counselor, I felt I
could take no more. I cried out to God, praying something like this,
“Dear Lord, I really want to help this lady and the others. I have
prayed for her, ministered to her, helped her and her family in prac-
tical ways, and cast out demons, I have done everything I know how
to do. I cannot take this anymore. If I do not get some better
answers I cannot stay in the ministry.”

The answer to that prayer came in the form of a Scripture. It
changed my life and ministry from that day on. I did not know it at
the time, but what resulted from that situation was my conversion
from the warfare worldview to what I am calling the providential
worldview. (The process was immediate in that I followed the teach-
ing of the verse from then on when I counseled people. It was slow
in the sense that my conversion to the providential worldview was
not complete until 1986 when I saw that my Arminian (free will)
thinking was unbiblical and embraced God’s comprehensive sover-
eignty. This happened through a detailed study of the Book of
Romans. The providential worldview holds that god is always in
control of His own universe and is guiding it toward His decreed
purposes (EEpphheessiiaannss 11::1111)). The passage that the Lord brought to
my mind is this one:

And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be
kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness
correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant
them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they
may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil,
having been held captive by him to do his will.

—(22 TTiimmootthhyy 22::2244--2266))..

The first thing that struck me about the passage is the descrip-
tion of the bondage the people are in: “having been held captive [by
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the devil] to do his will.” I reasoned that no one could be in more
bondage than that. It definitely fit the description of the woman
whose situation drove me to question everything I was doing.

The second thing that came to my mind about the passage was
how applicable it was to my situation. Paul was telling Timothy how
to deal with people in the church who had serious problems and
were causing problems for Timothy. That was precisely what I was
dealing with. Later, after I was able to look more objectively at the
Scripture without my mind being influenced by the warfare world-
view, I realized that this is the key passage in the New Testament
that tells about dealing with people in the church who are in
bondage to Satan. Most of the passages I looked to for support of my
ministry of exorcism were either from the Gospels which were before
the church came to be as a result of the cross and pouring out of the
Holy Spirit on Pentecost. The others were in Acts where the apostles
were confronting demonized people who were unsaved. Exorcism
was never used in the New Testament as a therapy for born again
Christians.

The third thing I learned from the passage was the means of
escape. This was what led me away from the warfare worldview
toward the providential worldview. People in bondage to Satan
escape only when God grants repentance!  This shocked me when I
first read it. It says, “if perhaps God may grant them repentance.”
The view I held before was that if things did not change either: (a) I
am a bad counselor or better get some better counseling techniques
or (b) the person is messing things up by not following my prescrip-
tions and thus letting in seven worse demons. We went around and
around trying to see which was the case. I finally came to see that if
God grants repentance they will escape from the devil, and if He
does not they will not. Why he does in some cases but not others is
part of God’s secret will (DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 2299::2299) that I cannot know.

However since I did not know if God would grant repentance, it
was always possible that He would in any given case. This gave me
encouragement in the fourth thing I learned from this passage – how
to counsel such individuals. Paul wrote, “Lord’s bond-servant must
not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when
wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition.” We
used to be up at 2:00 am with three elders holding down a scream-
ing, writhing demonized person as we shouted, “Come out of him you
foul spirit in the name of Jesus.” I thought later, “That is hardly
teaching and correcting with gentleness.” Since now I realized that
the means God uses to deliver people from their bondage to Satan is
the gospel and all of its implications, I could patiently teach the
truth, trusting that God will use it to change lives. God can deliver
the most demonized sinner from the clutches of Satan through the
power of the gospel (see CCoolloossssiiaannss 11::1133 and EEpphheessiiaannss 22::11--55).

14 THE BONDAGE MAKERS
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What I had been doing wrong before was assuming that because the
people I was counseling all said that they had met Christ, and yet
they were still in bondage, that therefore the gospel does not deliver
people from darkness unless special techniques and processes are
added to it. Now I believed in the power of the gospel.

The great thing about gospel truth is that it can be delivered at
other times besides 3:00 am when people are freaking out!  I never
again went running out to cast out a demon when someone was hav-
ing a late night melt down. I began to correct the troubled woman
by telling her she needed to repent, to trust God and by His grace
obey Him. It is a sin to run off from your family to live in drunken-
ness. She ended up divorcing her husband and spending the next
twenty years going from one bad situation to a worse one. But I
knew it was not my fault. She either embraces the gospel or lives in
bondage. There is no plan “B” that can fix the human soul. She still
may repent and escape from the devil, but if she does it will be by
God’s grace through the gospel, not through the spiritual Geek
Squad.

HHooww wwee EEvvaalluuaattee oouurr EExxppeerriieenncceess

I now believe that God is in sovereign control of everything in
the universe He created, even all wicked spiritual powers. Satan can
only do what God allows him to do. The issues between freedom and
bondage, blessing and cursing are clear and simple from this per-
spective. It all boils down to one’s relationship with God through the
gospel or lack thereof. The Bible says, “Blessed is the man who trusts
in God… cursed is the man who trusts in man.” (See JJeerreemmiiaahh 1177::55--
88)). I now believe that calling for spiritual technicians to manipulate
the soul and the spirits that influence it constitutes “trusting man,”
no matter how much Christian lingo is attached to the process.

I believe that the things that happened to me when I was a
deliverance counselor were very real. I believe that demons were
definitely involved. In the case of the woman who was taken over by
demons that wanted to claw my face, I now interpret the event dif-
ferently. When I believed the warfare worldview I was energized and
excited to learn that I had great authority and that Satan respected
it. I believed that the incident proved how badly hurting people
needed me to be there with my experience with deliverance and
demons to help them find freedom. That is what led me to years of
working day and night fighting the powers of darkness that were
afflicting Christians.

Now I see the same incident in a totally different light. I believe
that Satan put on that show for me to get me and the others
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involved to trust man rather than trust only in God through the
gospel. As hard as it was for me to see at the time, Satan had a rea-
son to make me think that what I was doing was “scaring” him.
Doing so diminished my confidence in the gospel by getting me to
think that not the gospel but deliverance ministers like me delivered
people from the hostile powers.

SSaattaann’’ss PPrrootteeccttiioonn RRaacckkeett

The bondage and deliverance process is very much like a cruel,
spiritual “protection racket.” The devil is working both ends of the
game like one would in a protection racket where bullies threaten
you and other bullies protect you from them for money. Satan does
everything he can to get people into demonic bondage through
occultism and other means. He then entices those who hold to the
warfare worldview to think that their unbiblical teachings and prac-
tices are the key to freedom. Both ends of the game serve his pur-
poses. The devil puts on a convincing show to make it all so very
real

He has one of his demons tell the Christian counselor “secrets”
regarding how demons afflict their victims and then leave at the
counselor’s command. The demons respond to threats of being tor-
mented in the pit by angels for a very simple reason – the demons
want to get Christians to think that Christian counselors and not
God have power over angels and power to pass judgment before the
time on the hostile powers (The incident in the Gospels shows that
Jesus is God and thus the One who will execute the final judgment:
“And behold, they cried out, saying ‘What do we have to do with You,
Son of God?  Have You come here to torment us before the time?’”
(MMaatttthheeww 88::2299)).. Any human teacher who claims the power to do
this is claiming something that is a divine prerogative and thus try-
ing to be like God. This is sinful.). This serves Satan’s purpose in
promoting “the lie” which tells us we can be like God. It makes us
think we have power that only God has.

For example, when I was told that Satan was afraid of me, in as
much as I believed that I embraced the lie and lost confidence in the
truth of the gospel. The issue is whether we fear God and escape
His judgment through the gospel, not whether Satan thinks we have
great power and authority. The woman’s demon induced attack and
her subsequent deliverance showed both ends of the protection rack-
et. Through her, Satan attacked (the threat) and then withdrew at
my command (the protection). The result was that I had more confi-
dence in my spiritual power and was diverted from the gospel.

The warfare worldview drastically diminishes our hope through
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the gospel. It tells us that putting our hope and trust fully in God
through Christ’s finished work on the cross ddooeess nnoott deliver us from
Satan and demons nor assure us that God will ultimately conform us
to the image of Christ. Everything we are trying to do could be
thwarted if we lack the special knowledge and techniques to fight
the battle. Apparently the gospel does not really “work” for those
who consult the spiritual “Geek Squad” unless many things are
added to it. They teach that the gospel only potentially delivers us.
After believing the gospel we now need professional curse breakers,
exorcists, prophetic intercessors, inner healers, psycho-spiritual
counselors, and others who constitute a new class of priestly techni-
cians. These specialists mediate the “middle ground” between the
soul and God. These are the “good” guys in the racket who keep the
bad ones from beating us up.

The middle ground is the secret world of spirits that is hidden
from our view. According to their view, our spiritual and material
well-being is determined by what goes on in this world, and they
have the secrets to guide us to freedom and prosperity. Neil
Anderson claims many Christians are in spiritual bondage because
they have a defective worldview with an “excluded middle.” (Neil T.
Anderson, The Bondage Breaker; Eugene: Harvest House, 2000, 30-
33). Thus they see no reason for spiritual warfare because they have
“Western,” rationalistic premises. What Anderson fails to realize or
address in his book is that there are two different worldviews within
Christianity that both accept the Biblical teachings about the reality
of spirits and their influence on people. Anderson promotes the war-
fare worldview and simply calls it the “Christian” worldview (Ibid.
33). I say this because he never addresses the perspective of the
providential worldview and provides his readers with “steps to free-
dom” that go beyond the gospel and the means of grace provided in
Scripture. (Ibid. 199-252. These steps include prescribed prayers,
confessions, renunciations, checklists, ancestral curses to be broken,
etc. The implication is that the gospel fails to deliver us from curses,
demons, or other spiritual maladies unless certain techniques are
applied. Rather than the simple, Biblical means of grace, Anderson
offers techniques and canned prayers that “work.” Thus he has
adopted the warfare worldview and not the providential worldview.).

I do not doubt the motives of the spiritual technicians. When I
was one I sincerely wanted to help people. I was working day and
night, without salary or benefits. I wanted to serve God fully and
advance His kingdom. I sincerely believed I was doing so. However,
my deception caused me to put people in more bondage rather than
to deliver them. I was unwittingly a bondage maker.

For example, I taught that if a demon was cast out, and the per-
son went back to whatever sin was deemed to have opened the door
for the demon, then seven worse ones would enter (based on a misin-
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terpretation of Matthew 12), (I explain the passage on this audio:
http://www.twincityfellowship.com/audio/audiomisc/demons.mp3).
This put those seeking deliverance from a spirit of lust (which com-
monly happened) and then later lusted after a woman, he then
became exceedingly agitated and fearful because he knew he gave
Satan a right to send demons to torment him. Then he would come
back for more deliverance.

What this teaching does is make people think that their freedom
is dependent on them living a nearly sinless life. Any mess up and
the demons come back. To show how much this depends on man
rather than God’s grace, consider what Bob Larson says: “I’ve
known people whom I refused to help until they matured in the Lord
to the point Satan didn’t want them any longer” (Op. Cit. Larson,
191). Evidently if you are not a good enough Christian you have to
keep your demons. This worldview can only result in fear or pride.
Fear if you believe that you cannot behave well enough to keep the
demons from getting you, or pride if you think that you are such a
powerful, sinless Christian that Satan fears you and cannot touch
you. These outcomes (fear or pride) are the result of trusting man
rather than God.

CCoonncclluussiioonn

The key issue is the underlying worldview that one holds. The
warfare worldview claims that history is played out as a battle
between the forces of evil and believers. According to this view, God
works through believers as much as they allow Him to. The more
knowledge and power believers gain the better they can defeat the
forces of darkness. If believers lack knowledge and techniques for
spiritual warfare they will be victims and not victors. There are
casualties in this battle and God does not assure the outcome.

The providential worldview believes in God’s sovereignty over all
the forces of darkness. Spiritual forces of darkness cannot harm
believers without first getting permission from God. What He allows
them to do always is for our greater good. The key issue is not our
knowledge aabboouutt the forces of evil but our knowledge of God
through the gospel. The battle is between the lie of Satan that man
can be like God and the truth of the gospel.

Those who promote the warfare worldview mislead us by claim-
ing that the options are only between a worldview that believes that
there are demons, curses, and real Satanic activities and a “western”
worldview that effectively denies that spiritual activity, good and
bad, exists. This is a false dilemma. Do not be misled. The provi-
dential worldview also believes very much in the reality of demons,
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fallen angels, curses, principalities and powers as well as good angels
and the presence of the Holy Spirit.

The options are whether one believes in God’s sovereignty over
all these spiritual beings and realities or whether one believes God
is allowing the battle to run its course on its own. Those who hold to
the later view see God there to help if we figure out and use the
right techniques but not sovereignly keeping us and carrying us to
glory. Does God determine the outcome or is the outcome deter-
mined by humans and demons? 

I believe that God uses the gospel to deliver people from the hos-
tile powers and that the gospel effectively accomplishes all God
intended to do from all eternity to save sinners. Those who believe
are “saved to the utmost” (see HHeebbrreewwss 77::2255) and need not fear the
hostile spiritual forces of the universe. The means of grace provided
in the Bible are sufficient to cause us freedom and growth in the
grace and knowledge of the Lord.

Those pushing the warfare worldview want us to think other-
wise. They want us to believe that teachings, techniques, and spiri-
tual processes that were not even conceived until the 20th century
are necessary for us to be free from Satan’s bondage. This means we
must believe that Christians throughout the centuries lived without
freedom because the gospel they believed was insufficient. By con-
vincing us of the insufficiency of the gospel they become bondage
makers. I used to be one. I thank God He freed me from that condi-
tion through the truth of the Scripture.
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Of all the characters introduced in the Book of Revelation, none is
more enigmatic than the woman called: “Mystery Babylon” in

Revelation 17:5. Even John was greatly astounded by what he saw
in the visionary portrait of this diabolical woman astride a grotesque
scarlet-colored beast (Rev. 17:3). Who is this woman, and what does
she represent?

The many descriptive details given by the angel to the Apostle
John regarding this sensational woman help us to accurately deter-
mine whom she is. The evidence is overwhelming as confirmed by
history from our vantage point in the 21st Century. The interpreting
angel, who said: “I will explain to you the mystery of the woman” has
given us seven distinguishing marks which confirm the identification
of the astounding sight which John saw and recorded in A.D. 95.

MMyysstteerryy BBaabbyylloonn UUnnvveeiilleedd

The identity of the woman called “Mystery Babylon, the Great”
can be established beyond reasonable doubt. The Bible is very clear
in its description of this infamous woman of prophecy. She is first
called “Mystery,” which links her with the pagan “mystery religions”
of history, and especially with the Babylonian mystery religions. It
is generally agreed that the pagan rites of Babylon crept into the
early church and was largely responsible for many of the doctrinal
corruptions and practices of the developing church at Rome.

These cultic groups claimed a special knowledge from God and a
unique position in the world of religion. The word “Mystery” is also
used in the Bible to reveal something that has been previously hid-
den, and is now exposed. This revelation is an unveiling of the world
religion of end-times that has its roots planted deeply in the last
2,000 years of religious history. We can better understand this
prophecy now than at any time in the past. What was once history
pre-written is now confirmed in retrospect.

“Babylon” may appear as a code word, yet it reveals a direct con-
nection to a counterfeit religious system. Some prophecy teachers
have suggested recently that world religion in the last days will be
centered in a rebuilt Babylon on the Euphrates in Iraq. However,
historic Babylon hasn’t been in existence for the past 2,500 years
and therefore could not have “ruled over the kings of the earth” as
Revelation 17:18 states. None of the descriptions of this great city fit
the details of Revelation 18. Saddam Hussein’s attempt to rebuild

TTHHEE IIDDEENNTTIITTYY OOFF 
““MMYYSSTTEERRYY BBAABBYYLLOONN””

By Roy E. Knuteson, PhD
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ancient Babylon as a tourist attraction was cut short by the invasion
of Iraq. We can therefore forget about a rebuilt Babylon to fulfill the
prophecy of Revelation 17-18.

Others have suggested that Mystery Babylon is the United
States. This view can be discarded immediately because America is
a country and not a city, nor does it fulfill any of the amazing details
revealed in Revelation 17 and 18. Babylon is a city, and that city is
Rome, and especially Vatican City, as this article will demonstrate.
It should be noted that this is not an attack on Roman Catholic
parishioners, but rather it is an expose of the false doctrine and
unscriptural practices of their church as noted in the Bible.

CCoonnttrroolllliinngg tthhee RReevviivveedd RRoommaann EEmmppiirree

For several centuries, evangelical scholars have agreed that the
“beast” the woman rides, and therefore rules, is a revived form of the
ancient empire of Rome as prophesied in Daniel four and seven. The
Bible clearly predicts that Europe will one day be united as never
before in a counterfeit form of the coming Kingdom of God upon the
earth. In the last days the Roman Church will play a major role in
the formation of the “United States of Europe” under the initial lead-
ership of the Antichrist.

The woman “sits on many waters” (Rev. 17:1), which “waters” are
identified in verse 18 as being peoples from around the globe. The
Roman Church does have worldwide constituency of more than a bil-
lion people at this present time. She, through her popes, claims to be
the “Vicar of Christ,” the sole representative of Christ on earth!

In addition, the Scriptures predict a massive universal church
under the leadership of Rome, which will include Eastern Orthodoxy,
along with some Protestants, and all of the world’s religion including
the Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus. Indeed, “All the inhabitants of
the earth will worship the beast – all whose names have not been
found in the Book of Life, belonging to the Lamb” (Rev. 13:8).

CCiittyy--CCeenntteerreedd

In addition to being a political and religious power, this woman
is identified as that “great city that rules over the kings of the earth”
(Rev. 17:18). There is only one city on earth that fulfills that prophe-
cy and that city is Rome, or more specifically, Vatican City. This city
is further identified because it “sits on seven hills” (Rev. 17:9).
Interestingly, the Confraternity edition of the Roman Catholic Bible
identifies this city as Rome. Since they are Amillennial in theology,
they do not view this prophetically, but rather historically with no
connection whatever with the Vatican. However, for over 2,000 years
Rome has been known as the “city on seven hills.” It is the city in
which an apostate form of Christianity resides. It is the headquar-
ters for the worldwide religion both of history and prophecy.
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AA PPrroossttiittuuttee RReelliiggiioonn

This prophetic woman is a city and religious system with which
the “kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of
the earth have been intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries”
(Rev. 17:2). Such indictments could not be made against Paris,
London, or Washington D.C. either historically or prophetically.
Since the word “adulteries” is used in a metaphorical sense in many
scriptures for spiritual apostasy, the description fits perfectly.
Vatican City claims a special relationship with God, but her heart is
far from Him. Claiming to be the “Holy City,” she makes blasphe-
mous claims of being the only true and exclusive representative of
God. She has been engaged in an adulterous spiritual relationship
with the kings of the earth for centuries, as history proves over and
over again.

PPrrooppaaggaattiinngg PPrroossttiittuutteess

Mystery Babylon is said to be “the mother of prostitutes” (Rev.
17:5). This form of prostitution can be both physical and spiritual.
Physically, the Roman Catholic Church leadership has been known
to be guilty of gross immorality, primarily caused by the unscriptural
requirement of celibacy for all the clergy. Historically, it is well docu-
mented that many, many popes, and priests by the millions have
repeatedly violated their vows of celibacy and have made prostitutes
of many of the nuns and others with whom they have secretly cohab-
ited. The current scandal regarding the problem of homosexuality
and child molestation is only the tip of the iceberg. No other repre-
sentative church or city can be justly charged with this particular
evil.

Spiritually, Rome is the mother of other prostitutes – religious
groups that broke away from Rome, only to perpetuate additional
false doctrines and practices. It is very interesting to note the over-
tures being made these days by contemporary Christendom to unite
with Rome. The recent declaration titled “Evangelicals and
Catholics Together, The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium”
is another step toward Rome. Amazingly, some well-known evangeli-
cal leaders endorsed the document, which called for a cessation of
proselyting efforts between the two groups. The hidden agenda,
however, is to maintain the influence of the Vatican and to keep peo-
ple in the Roman Catholic Church. This rather astounding develop-
ment is a harbinger of things to come under the “prostitute’s” leader-
ship.

WWeeaalltthh BBeeyyoonndd MMeeaassuurree

Anyone who has ever visited Rome and especially St. Peter’s
Basilica and the Vatican are immediately impressed with the vast
amounts of gold and other treasures. It is by far the wealthiest
institution on earth. The value of the innumerable paintings, sculp-
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tures, and ancient documents is beyond calculation. Its immense
wealth is also evidenced in the massive cathedrals around the world.

Most of Rome’s wealth has been, and is, acquired through the
payment for masses to release their loved ones from purgatory – the
purging prison house of almost every Roman Catholic upon death.
This unscriptural practice of purchasing final salvation on the
installment plan is the means of collecting billions of dollars every
year. They are therefore able to pay off the multimillion-dollar
claims for the victims of priestly molestations, while at the same
time claiming that some of their dioceses are nearly bankrupt!

This incredible wealth of this religious system was noted by
John. He saw that “the woman was dressed in purple and scarlet
and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls, and she had
a golden cup in her hand” (Rev. 17:4). The colors purple and scarlet
are still the colors of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Bishops prima-
rily wear purple, while scarlet vestments are reserved for the
Archbishops. The “golden cup” or chalice is found in thousands of
churches worldwide and the crosses worn by the Pope, Bishops, and
Archbishops are made of gold and decorated with costly gems. Her
excessive “luxuries” are mentioned four times in these two chapters
of Revelation.

DDrruunnkkeenn wwiitthh BBlloooodd

After noting the wealth of the woman, John noticed that she was
drunk. We pause here to note that alcoholism is a rampant problem
among the Roman Catholic clergy. At a Catholic wedding I attended,
I noticed that the presiding priest was already drunk by the drink-
ing of the wine at the previous three weddings that day. The prosti-
tute mother was drunk, not with wine, but “with the blood of the
saints… those who bore testimony to Jesus” (Rev. 17:6). A partial
fulfillment of this prophecy occurred during the inquisitions, both
medieval and Spanish, when literally hundreds of thousands of born
again believers were burned at the stake and many millions more
were severely persecuted.

The Roman Catholic Church has been historically guilty of per-
secuting Jews and slaughtering thousands including the Huguenots,
the Albigenses, the Waldenses, and other Christians. Many believers
continue to suffer persecution at the hands of Roman Catholics in
South and Central America, Ireland, and other countries.

The Roman Catholic Church has never acknowledged nor pub-
licly apologized for these and other crimes. Indeed, the Holocaust
was partially due to the silence of Pope Pius XII who knew of the
atrocities of Nazi Germany. Incredibly, Adolph Hitler remained a
member of the church until his death. And like Mussolini and the
other butchers of mankind, it is assumed they are now being
“purged” to await their final entrance to heaven!
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This corrupt religious system will not endure the test of time. It
is already predicted that in the middle of the coming Great
Tribulation, the Antichrist will throw off the woman who controls
him and declare himself to be God (Rev. 16:16). Little wonder then,
that God calls for His people to “come out of her so that you will not
share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; for
her sins are piled up to heaven and God has remembered her
crimes” (Rev. 18:4-5). Therefore, Roman Catholics who profess gen-
uine faith in Jesus Christ alone for their salvation should hasten to
separate themselves from this doomed and wicked religious system
and unite with a Bible-preaching and God-honoring local church.
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BBOOOOKK RREEVVIIEEWW
A Time of Departing

By Ray Yungen

Silverton, OR:  Lighthouse Trail Publication Co., 2002, 137pp

Reviewed by Rev. Ervin Ingebretson

Many people were aware in the 1970’s of the presence of the New
Age Movement. Shirley McLaine, Hollywood personality, was a

spokesperson for the New Age as an author and advocate. In a few
years it appeared that the movement was on its way out. Not so!

The author, Ray Yungen, has spent over twenty years research-
ing the New Age Movement and its attendant practices. He is
sounding a clarion call to churches, especially evangelical churches,
that the New Age is alive, well, and growing. It is appealing to mil-
lions of people who seek help in solving personal problems, medical
needs, education issues and general well being.

Religion Analysis Service has kept a fairly large assortment of
New Age books refuting the Movement. The request for these books
has been almost non-existent for months. The author states that the
best way to determine the popularity of the Movement is to check
the market. Secular bookstores have massive inventories of New
Age self-help and personal growth books to meet the demand. One
could conclude, according to the author, that New Age mysticism is
the prominent spiritual viewpoint of this country.

What are the beliefs and practices of the New Age Movement?
First, it is pantheistic, embracing the belief that God is in everyone
and in everything. They have added a personal dimension to that
belief which the author calls panentheistic. This could appeal to
some Christians.

The New Age Movement has absorbed Eastern mysticism. They
claim that God cannot be known in a conventional, non-mystical way.
Mysticism pervades the Western world through occultism and
Buddhism.

Meditation is an essential element in the practice of the New
Agers. The person engaging in what is called a contemplative prayer
seeks a mystical silence, an absence of thought, a state of profound
nothingness. With the repetition of a prayer word a state of eupho-
ria is reached in which the mind is by-passed and the soul then con-
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templates God. There is no Biblical basis for receiving the presence
and power of God through silence.

Roman Catholics and mainline denominations use the practice of
contemplative prayer. Also it has permeated evangelical churches
from charismatic to Baptist, according to the author.

Some practitioners believe that if the word Christ is used as a
mantra in contemplative prayer one could become a Christian. This
denies the saving work of Christ  

Yoga is a very common practice among the New Agers. It is esti-
mated that fifteen million people in the U.S practice it. It is blatant-
ly occultic and has its roots in Hinduism.

Yungen identifies a number of authors who espouse New Ageism
and the practice of contemplative prayer. Richard Foster is a promi-
nent author who is accepted in Christian circles as a seminar
instructor. In his teaching he advocates contemplative prayer as a
justifiable practice for Christians.

Oprah Winfrey, a popular television personality, has introduced
several New Age authors to the public. Dr. Phil is a prominent prod-
uct of Oprah’s support of the New Age Movement.

The author urges pastors and church leaders to be extremely
cautious and wary about seducers who seek to impact Christians
with New Age beliefs and practices. Every activity of the New Age
has no Biblical basis which should be sufficient warning. He strong-
ly recommends testing spirits as stated in 1 John 4:1.

This book ought to be read carefully by churches as warning and
as help in a crisis situation.
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The back cover summarizes the contents of the book:

A child dies as its parents declare that nothing is wrong. An
adult suffers silently with a treatable disease. Church members
emotionally neglect each other in times of illness, convinced that
talking about a problem will make it difficult to heal. Welcome
to the hidden world of Christian Science. Few people realize that
Christian Scientists are trapped by a way of thinking which
twists their perception of reality, teaches them to mistrust their
senses, and short-circuits their ability to make informed, rea-
soned decision regarding health care. In short, few people real-
ize that Christian Scientists are under “mind control.”

This is one of the few book-length presentations of Christian
Science published in recent years. The author was raised in a
Christian Science family and remained in the group for thirty years.
She reports it took years for her to break what she terms the “mind
control.”

In her Preface, Dr. Kramer gives a brief background of the histo-
ry of Christian Science and its founder, Mary Baker Eddy.

The book is documented with many quotations from Mary Baker
Eddy and from her followers. There are three appendices to the
book. The first is titled: “Christian Science and the Bible” (showing
the differences). The second is: “My Story: A Journey to Freedom.”
The third is “Resources,” and is divided into sections named:
“Memoirs by Former Christian Scientists,” “General information
about cults and mind control,” “Christian-oriented books about cults,”
“Christianity,” then organizations and Web sites including “Counter-
Christian Science (secular),” “Counter-Christian Science (Christian),”
“Counter-cult (secular),” Counter-cult (Christian),” and a Christian
counseling service.

BBOOOOKK RREEVVIIEEWW
The Religion That Kills

Christian Science: Abuse, Neglect, and Mind Control

By Dr. Linda S. Kramer

Lafayette, LA: Huntington House Publishers, 2000, 269pp

Reviewed by William A. BeVier
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Dr. Kramer acknowledges that while she is out of Christian
Science it was difficult to get Christian Science out of her after 30
years of involvement in it. Her research demonstrated for her that
this is true for many people who leave the cults. In effect, they bring
“baggage” with them. Those who work in anti-cult ministries need to
be aware of this.

The author states she wrote her book for three reasons: 1. To
help those now suffering from “the experience” of Christian Science,
2. To help those who want to know how Christian Scientists think
and suffer needlessly physically and emotionally, and 3. To those who
want to discuss the Bible with former and current Christian
Scientists by explaining the “language barrier” constructed by Mary
Baker Eddy.

Dr. Kramer begins with an overview of Christian Science doc-
trine, followed by a presentation of her source materials, mostly from
Christian Science sources, then a discussion of Mary Baker Eddy’s
background and claims, ending with a discussion of the theory
behind mind control. The author firmly believes, based on her own
and others’ experiences, that Christian Science is a form of destruc-
tive mind control.

In Christian Science “salvation” is not from “eternal damnation,”
but from a belief in “materiality” (pp. 25-26).

Dr. Kramer describes Mary Baker Eddy as an “authoritarian
leader,” that was her leadership style (p. 47). This has been true of
many cult leaders and those outside the group cannot understand
the complete devotion of committed followers. It is true, no authori-
tarian leader can tolerate another strong personality within the
group.

Mrs. Eddy claimed direct leadership from God, even when she
contradicted herself (pp. 49-50).

Shortly before her “death” (she claimed not to believe death is
real), she blamed her final illness on the failure of her students to
protect her from mesmerists (pp. 60-62).

Dr. Kramer makes the point made by other writers about Mary
Baker Eddy that she never publicly claimed deity, but she allowed
her “students” to make favorable parallels between her and Jesus
(remember, Mary Baker Eddy made a distinction between Jesus the
man and the Christ principle). She frequently drew these parallels
herself (Kramer, pp. 68-72).

Kramer devotes a complete chapter to the topic of mind control,
or as she terms it, “thought reform.” She cites various studies that
have been made of this subject. She concludes Christian Science is a
mind control movement.
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She also terms Christian Science a “Milieu Control” movement,
limiting what a follower can hear or read from outside sources and
what a person things and says. Basically, this is an information con-
trol.

Uncomplimentary biographies of Mary Baker Eddy, even by
Christian Scientists, were bought up and the printing plates were
destroyed by the Christian Science organization (Kramer, pp. 100-
101). It is commonly reported the Mormons did this with uncompli-
mentary publications about Joseph Smith, Jr.

Kramer asserts the devout Christian Scientist lives in a state of
denial of physical realities, sickness being only one of these denials.

Dr. Kramer has a chapter on “Mystical Manipulation,” which is a
leader’s claim to spiritual authority, and documents how this was
true of Mary Baker Eddy. A parallel can be found in Ellen White
and Seventh-day Adventism.

Mary Baker Eddy stated all her physical problems, attacks
against her, and all defections from Christian Science (and her per-
sonally) were caused by “animal magnetism.” Dr. Kramer explains
what this meant. This concept in Christian Science is not surprising
in view of the fact that Mary Baker Eddy stated her third husband,
Mr. Eddy, died as the result of “mental arsenic” administered by
Daniel Arens, a disaffected student (p. 114). An autopsy by a med-
ical doctor of Mr. Eddy reported he died of heart failure.

“Animal magnetism” was an important doctrine for Mary Baker
Eddy. She came to view this as an impersonal force and she blamed
“it” for anything unpleasant, including for her, bad weather. All
attacks on her and Christian Science came from animal magnetism.

The concept of animal magnetism still is taught to those who
attend the teachers’ class in Christian Science (p. 123).

Illustrating Mary Baker Eddy’s denial of realities Dr. Kramer
quotes (p. 133) from Mrs. Eddy’s Miscellaneous Writings (105:24-29):
“Destroy the thought of sin, sickness, death, and you destroy their
existence.” Failure to do this is to “deny spiritual truth,” according
to Christian Science. Dr. Kramer asserts the Christian Scientist is
“Striving for the Impossible” (Chapter 8).

The author reports, what is commonly known by non-Christian
Scientists, that Mrs. Eddy occasionally resorted to morphine for pain
(p 135).

The children in Christian Science families have special difficul-
ties. Their parents are apt to say of sicknesses and injuries that
they are not “real.”

Mrs. Eddy believed her writings were “divine truth” and were to
be accepted without questioning. Christian Science, in her view, was
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absolute “Sacred Science.” [It has been pointed out that Christian
Science is neither Christian nor science.]

In Chapter Ten of her book, Dr. Kramer states how Mary Baker
Eddy repeatedly changed the meanings of words she used from the
normally accepted usage of most people. The effect was to “load the
language” and hence control the thinking of her followers. This is
easily seen in the glossary in her Science and Health with Key to the
Scriptures. As examples: MOTHER: God; divine and eternal
Principle; Life, Truth, Love (592:16-17). RESURRECTION:
Spiritualization of thought; a new and higher idea of immortality, or
spiritual experiences; material belief yielding to spiritual under-
standing (593:9-11). EYES: Spiritual discernment – not material but
mental (586:3-4). (Kramer, p. 183). When two people have different
meanings for the same words, they really cannot communicate.
Walter Martin expressed this with the words: “The Jesus of the cults
is a poor substitute for the incarnate God of the New Testament”
(The Kingdom of the Cults, 1985 ed., p. 385).

Unity is one aspect stressed by Christian Science followers, but
Dr. Kramer gives a list of “dissident” Christian Science organiza-
tions, those professing Christian Science but rejecting the Board of
Directors, “The Mother Church leadership,” who control the parent
organization in Boston, MA (p. 199).

Christian Science has been declining in membership for some
time, but the leadership is attempting to revive the movement by
active recruiting, publishing a new edition of Science and Health
available in public bookstores (not just Christian Science Reading
Rooms), trafficking on the now popular concept of alternative heal-
ing, operating a web site, and changing the format of their publica-
tion Christian Science Sentinel. (Dr. Kramer does not mention the
Christian Science Monitor, the organization’s newspaper).

In her Epilogue Dr. Kramer again expresses why she wrote the
book, Cf., “…a sincere desire to help those who need to hear its mes-
sage.”

At the present time RAS is not stocking this book, but it is a
worthy addition to anyone’s reading who is interested in Christian
Science. The book can be obtained from the publisher, Huntington
House Publishers, PO Box 53788, Lafayette, LA 70505.
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